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To:

Council of the EU - Mr Javier Solana, Secretary-General and High Representative CFSP

European Commission – Mr Christopher Patten, Member of the Commission

Permanent Representations – Members of the PSC 

Ref.: b.286

Brussels, 9 April 2002

Dear Madam, dear Sir,

On behalf of Amnesty International I want to convey to you our utmost concern at the inability so far of the international community to pull Israel and Palestine back decisively from the still continuing cycle of unlawful violence and destruction. While appreciating continuing efforts, and anticipating possible movement in the immediate future, it is crucially important to maintain a clear overall perspective of the scope of the crisis as it affects fundamental rights of so many people, and the imperative for the international community to intensify its engagement.

More effective EU pressure

More effective and concerted pressure is needed from the part of the European Union to impress on both parties, and in particular now on the government of Israel that is in constant and massive breach of humanitarian law, that the human rights outrage must be stopped immediately. The time has clearly come that the EU must publicly account for its position in the light of the human rights clause that constitutes an essential element of the EU Association Agreement with Israel.

US commitment

At the same time the EU must work with and impress on the United States that it put effective pressure on both parties, and again, in particular on Israel, by denouncing the human rights violations taking place in the Occupied Territories and demanding an immediate ceasefire. While Palestinian armed groups’ killings of Israeli civilians and Palestinians accused of 'collaboration' are to be condemned as well, such human rights abuses can never justify Israel's disrespect for human rights.

Protection of civilians 

The Israeli army has been showing total disrespect for international humanitarian law and human rights standards in killing Palestinians and others, shooting at ambulances and medical workers, journalists and others, wantonly destroying property, trashing apartments and looting, keeping the Palestinian population for days without electricity, water, medical care and with diminishing stocks of food.

Protection of suspects

The government of Israel must cease immediately the practice of extrajudicial executions, as ordered or permitted in the security forces’ rules of engagement. These killings are a flagrant abuse of human rights, and their continuance makes any kind of ceasefire unlikely.  Israel has demonstrated in the past that it is capable of arresting and detaining people reasonably suspected of committing criminal offences. In detaining people, Israel must be made to comply with the absolute prohibition of torture. 

Protection of aid workers and journalists

The government of Israel must respect the protected status of medical personnel, cease blocking and delaying provision of medical services to wounded Palestinians, and assist in such medical treatment wherever possible, in compliance with the Geneva Conventions. Humanitarian workers and agencies, including the International Commitee of the Red Cross, the Red Crescent Society and the United Nationas Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNWRA) must be granted full acess to affected areas and be allowed to carry out their work unimpeded, without threat or harrassment. The Israeli government must respect  the role of journalists and ensure that attacks on them are prohibited and undue restrictions on their professional activities are lifted without delay.   The government of Israel must immediately cease harassing and destroying the offices of local human rights monitoring groups.

A human rights crisis calling for human rights monitoring

Any discussion of the situation in Israel and the Occupied Territories must be based on the aim of securing and protecting the human rights of all people in the region. Any package put together to ensure and enforce a ceasefire must include measures to protect human rights. And in particular, it must include international monitors: international observers must be sent to the Occupied Territories as a matter of urgency, their mission to include a strong, transparent human rights monitoring component. 

Yours sincerely,

Dick Oosting

Director 
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