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To:

European Commission – Mr Christopher Patten, Member of the Commission

Council of the EU – Mr Javier Solana, Secretary-General and High Representative

European Parliament – Foreign Affairs Committee

Ref.: b.284

Brussels, 3 April 2002

Dear Madam/dear Sir, 

Re: Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Meeting Valencia 22-23 April 2002

On the eve of the Euro-Mediterranean Meeting in Valencia, Amnesty International calls on the European Union and its Mediterranean Partners to live up to their commitments made at the cradle of the Barcelona Process and to finally forge a tangible, result-oriented partnership for human rights. In light of the spiral of violence and revenge in the Middle East and persistent human rights violations in all parts of the region, we urge leaders on all shores of the Mediterranean to fulfill the primary requirement for sustainable peace, stability and security: to live up to their human rights responsibilities towards the people living in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

The EU and its Mediterranean partners must draw on the lessons from the escalation of suffering in the Middle East where long standing impunity regarding human rights violations has led to a human rights crisis and in many countries to a cycle of violence, repression and revenge. Any prospect for an end to the violence and for lasting peace and security in the Mediterranean region will depend on an effective policy for human rights protection. Threats to security exemplified by the 11 September attacks in the United States can only be held in check effectively by measures built on human rights guarantees and not formulated at their expense. As regards the situation in Israel and the Occupied Territories, human rights must finally be placed where they should have been from the outset of the Oslo Process - at the heart of any agenda for peace.

Following the 11 September attacks in the United States, both the Spanish Presidency and the European Commission have proposed to make cooperation in the fight against “terrorism” a key priority in the EU’ s political and security partnership between the EU and Mediterranean countries. We urge the European Union to ensure that this dialogue and measures agreed to counter perceived security risks are firmly anchored in human rights guarantees, in particular in light of the fact that several of its Mediterranean partners have persistently violated the human rights of their citizens in the name of security long before 11 September.

Amnesty International agrees with the European Commission’s assessment that the integrity of the Euro-Mediterranean partnerships requires that concerns related to respect for human rights and democracy are addressed at the Valencia. If the European Union and its Mediterranean partners aim to build a region of peace and stability, they can no longer afford the betrayal of the human rights promises made in and after Barcelona. We call on the European Union and its Mediterranean partners gathering for the 6th Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Meeting in Valencia:

·
to ensure that all measures agreed to combat “terrorism” and to enhance security respect and protect the human rights of all people in their territories and subject to their jurisdiction, and are in strict compliance with international human rights standards and international humanitarian law; 

·
to live up to their contractual obligations under Article 2 of the Euro-Mediterranean Agreements and transform this human rights clause into an active instrument to stop human rights abuses,  to build mechanisms capable of preventing  such abuses and to combat impunity;

·
to lend their full support to the immediate posting of international human rights monitors in Israel and the Occupied Territories and place the protection of human rights at the very core of any further diplomatic effort to revive the peace process in the Middle East; 

·
to integrate in any forthcoming regional programme on freedom, justice and governance concrete time-bound commitments to putting in place safeguards against racial discrimination and racist behaviour. 

We hope that the concerns and recommendations presented in the enclosed Amnesty International Memorandum to the Valencia meeting “Towards sustainable peace and stability: The human rights imperative for the Barcelona process” will be reflected in the European Union’s proposals to Mediterranean partners for the follow-up to the Valencia meeting.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and support on this matter

Yours sincerely,

Dick Oosting

Director

Amnesty International EU Office

Annex: Amnesty International Memorandum “Towards sustainable peace and stability: The human rights imperative for the Barcelona process”.

Cc: 

Ministers of Foreign Affairs (via Amnesty International Sections)

Permanent Representations (Advisors for Mediterranean and Middle East)

European Commission – Mrs Miriam Gonzalez Durantes, Head of Unit Maghreb

European Commission – Head of Unit Mashrak/Israel

European Commission – Desk officers for Euromed countries

European Commission – Mrs Daniela Napoli, Head of Unit, Human Rights

Council of the EU – Mr Alexander Zafiriou, DG-E Dir.V

Council of the EU – Mr Björn Larsson, DG-E Dir. V

Council of the EU – Mrs Jette Nordam, PPEWU

Council of the EU – Mrs Ana Ramirez Fueyo, DG-E Dir.IV

European Parliament – Maghreb/Mashrek Delegations

Embassies of Euromed countries
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