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Mr Anders Fogh Rasmussen

Prime Minister

The Prime Minister’s Office

Christiansborg

Prins Jorgens Gard 11

DK-1218 Copenhagen K

Ref. : b310 

30 August 2002

Dear Sir,

Against the background of continuing international tension over the US campaign against the International Criminal Court, Amnesty International fully shares the European Union's concern about the latest attack on the integrity of the Court: the bilateral impunity agreements sought by the US to prevent its nationals from being surrendered to the ICC. 

I am now pleased to be able to present to you Amnesty International's detailed position on this complex matter. The attached document International Criminal Court: The US efforts to obtain impunity for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes (formally published on Monday 2 September 2002) contains a thorough legal and policy analysis on the basis of which we take the view that states that enter into these agreements will violate their obligations under international law.

Little needs to be added at this juncture about the critical importance of this question for the integrity of the Rome Statute and for the credibility and effectiveness of the Court, or about the pivotal role the EU has to play. While we have welcomed the EU's resolve so far to maintain its Common Position on the ICC, we are well aware of the pressures on Member States and in particular on candidate countries. And important as the issue is in itself, its potential significance is evidently much broader. Bearing in mind the problematic experience of UN Security Council Resolution 1422 of 12 July 2002,  we are concerned that pressure to seek some form of accommodation with the US should not result in an outcome that may have the effect of compromising the integrity of the ICC.

Therefore I urge the utmost care and caution. I hope that Amnesty International's commentary will assist the EU and its associates to reach a clear and unambiguous position that will serve as an encouragement to all other nations to stand fast for an effective international system to end impunity for the worst crimes.

Yours sincerely,

Dick Oosting

Director 

Amnesty International EU Office

Enclosure: International Criminal Court: The US efforts to obtain impunity for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, (AI Index IOR 40/025/2002).
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