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This country entry has been extracted from a forthcoming Amnesty International report, CONCERNS IN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA: January - June 2003 (AI Index: EUR 01/013/2003), to be issued in October 2003. Anyone wishing further information on other Amnesty International concerns in Europe and Central Asia should consult the full document.

Council of Europe - Commissioner for Human Rights
In March the Commissioner for Human Rights published the report on his visit to Poland in November 2002. The Commissioner noted that the Polish authorities displayed a general and genuine willingness to combat many of the problems raised in his report. However, he expressed concern that cases of ill-treatment, even deaths of persons in police custody, had been reported and that it appeared that those most frequently suffering from indifference or ill-treatment by the police were prostitutes, Roma and victims of trafficking. He stated that there was some suggestion that police violence frequently went unreported as victims were said to fear that they themselves would be prosecuted. He was also concerned that incidents of police violence were not always impartially investigated and rarely reached the courts. In view of these concerns the Commissioner recommended the Polish authorities to intensify efforts to eradicate cases of police brutality through training, effective investigation and prosecution of such cases. 

The Commissioner reported that an estimated 18 per cent of married Polish women were victims of domestic violence, and 41 per cent of divorced women reported that they had been often beaten up by their spouse. Although domestic violence, both physical and psychological, is criminalized in Polish legislation, the Commissioner stated that: “It seems that police and prosecutors often still see domestic violence as a private matter and that cases of domestic violence are sometimes dismissed with the argument that the injuries inflicted upon the women were not serious enough. It must be stressed that stronger actions are needed by the Polish authorities to ensure that domestic violence is not treated as a private affair.” The Commissioner recommended the introduction of compulsory training, with the participation of NGOs, as an effective way to raise the awareness of the police force, prosecutors and judges. He also urged the authorities to ensure greater protection and assistance to victims of domestic violence and victims of trafficking through legislative and other measures. 

Racism and Discrimination
In March the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) considered Poland’s 15th and 16th periodic report. In its Concluding observations the CERD expressed concern about reports of racially motivated harassment and discrimination against Jews, Roma and persons of African and Asian origin, which had not been properly investigated by the law enforcement agencies. The Committee urged Poland to intensify its efforts to combat and punish all such cases, especially through the strict application of relevant legislation and regulations providing for sanctions. It further recommended that law enforcement bodies be given adequate training and instructions on how to address complaints of racially motivated crimes and that similar training be provided to the judiciary. AI has repeatedly raised this issue with the authorities and urged the Polish authorities to ensure equal treatment and protection to all people on its territory. (See also AI Index: EUR 01/002/2002). A similar concern was raised by the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights (see above). 

Both the Commissioner and the CERD also expressed concern about discrimination against Roma in many areas, especially with regard to education and employment. The Commissioner considered that the practice of so-called “Roma classes” tended to further isolate Romani children from others and education provided in these classes was reportedly often of lower quality. Both recommended that Romani children should be integrated into mainstream schools as far as possible, to urgently address the problems of the Roma population throughout the country and to allocate sufficient resources to achieve full participation of Roma and equal levels of development in areas such as education, employment, health, hygiene, and accommodation.
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