Press Alert

'From Words to Action - The Iraqi Displacement Crisis and the Role of the European Union'

Wednesday 19 March from 09:00h to 10.00h

(Followed by coffee and a panel discussion from 10:30h-12:30h)
AT THE CENTRE, AVENUE MARNIX 22 1000 BRUSSELS
We would like to invite you to attend a press briefing on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the invasion of Iraq. The focus of the briefing will be what is currently the world's largest displacement crisis, resulting in more than 4.5 million displaced Iraqis both within Iraq and in neighbouring countries.  The event will also address the difficulties faced by an increasing number of Iraqis seeking asylum across Europe and Europe’s role in addressing these two issues. 

Speakers will include: 

Dr Taher Alwan, an Iraqi refugee who will share his own personal experience of displacement and his journey to Belgium 

Mr Majeed Farhan Mutar, Executive Director of the Iraqi Youth League, a national NGO implementing humanitarian assistance throughout Iraq 

Judith Kumin, UNHCR’s Regional Representative in Brussels 

Bjarte Vandvik, Secretary General of the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) 

Also available for comment will be representatives from Amnesty International, International Rescue Committee and Mercy Corps, who have recently traveled to Iraq, Syria and Jordan and who have spoken to Iraqi refugees and leading government officials from these countries in regards to humanitarian crisis.   These representatives include:

-         Louise Moor, Refugee and Migrants' Rights Officer, Amnesty International  

-         Shannon Meehan, Director of Policy and Advocacy, International Rescue Committee 

-         Valerie Ceccherini, Senior Policy and Advocacy Advisor, Mercy Corps, Europe

The panel discussion which will follow this press briefing to address Europe’s role in tackling the crisis will include speakers from DG ECHO and Commissioner Frattini’s cabinet for Justice, Freedom and Security, European Commission. 

Both the panel discussion and the press briefing will be moderated by Paul Adamson of The Centre.

To register, please send an email with ‘Iraq’ in the subject field stating clearly your name, organisation AND stating whether you will attend ONLY the briefing or will also join the subsequent panel discussion to: meet@thecentre.eu. 

Please note that this invitation is personal. Should you wish for another person from your organisation to attend, please send us their name and contact details.

For more information on The Centre, please visit www.thecentre.eu. 
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