Amnesty International

Mr. Kostas Simitis

President of the European Council 

Fax: +30-210-671-5799

Mr. George Papandreou

President-in-office of the Council of the European Union

Fax: +30-210-368-1433

Your Excellency, 

In view of preparations for the EU special summit on Iraq on 17 February, Amnesty International asks for the European Union’s urgent attention and support for our call to avoid a human rights disaster for the people of Iraq and surrounding countries. Amnesty International has launched a worldwide petition [http://www.amnesty.org/go/iraq] addressed to the governments of China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States of America, urging the UN Security Council to examine and debate in-depth the likely consequences of war on the human rights and humanitarian plight of Iraqi civilians before taking any further action. Amnesty International invites citizens around the world to support our call on the UN Security Council to be fully aware of the consequences of its decisions on Iraq, and to fulfil its responsibility to do everything possible to protect civilians and ensure accountability for abuses in the wake of its decision.

Amnesty International calls on the European Union to put the interests of the people of Iraq and surrounding countries at the top of the agenda for the European Council’s meeting on Iraq. As a community of values and as a key actor of the international community, the European Union has an obligation to establish common ground on how it will face up to the likely consequences of war before attempting to mend the division between member states over the preferred course of action. 

Amnesty International urges the European Council to conduct a serious, substantial and open debate on

· the potential effects of military action on the human rights of the Iraqi population; 

· the effects on the humanitarian situation given that Iraqis are already suffering under severe economic sanctions and violations by their government;

· the risk that military action would lead to massive numbers of people being forced into flight;

· potential grave violations of international humanitarian law, including direct attacks on civilians, the use of human shields and the use of inherently indiscriminate weapons. 

The European Council should subsequently demand that the UN Security Council undertake a full assessment of the likely effects of military action on the civilian population in terms of the damage to the country’s infrastructure, the disruption of food distribution and mass flight. The European Council should also call on the UN Security Council to immediately deploy human rights monitors throughout Iraq to report on human rights abuses by any party. 

Amnesty International hopes that the European Council’s message to the UN Security Council will be a firm and united call to put human security first before taking any further action.

Yours sincerely, 

Kostis Papaioannou

Chair
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Cc: Own Head of State or Government, Foreign Minister

