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This country entry has been extracted from a forthcoming Amnesty International report, CONCERNS IN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA: January - June 2003 (AI Index: EUR 01/013/2003), to be issued in October 2003. Anyone wishing further information on other Amnesty International concerns in Europe and Central Asia should consult the full document.

Reports of police ill-treatment of Roma
On 19 February, in Hajdúhadház, a police officer shot S.B., a 19-year-old Romani man, in the abdomen. According to the Hajdú-Bihar County Police Department two officers attempted to arrest S.B. who was suspected of a theft. Upon entering his home, S.B. allegedly attacked the officers with an axe and the officers then shot him in self-defence. S.B. then escaped apprehension but was caught soon afterwards. The Roma Press Centre (RSK), however, reported a different version of the incident. It stated  that Attila Lakatos, who lives in the neighbourhood,  had observed at the time of the incident that S.B. was handcuffed and without any visible injuries when he ran outside. Attila Lakatos also stated that he saw the officers run out of the house and viciously beat S.B. in the street, and then shoot him in the abdomen. An officer also reportedly aimed his gun at the Roma who had come to the scene of the incident. According to RSK, S.B. was subsequently charged with assaulting an officer and attempted homicide against a state official. An investigation into the shooting conducted by Hajdú-Bihar County Police Department reportedly found that the use of firearms had been justified. It was unclear, however, whether an investigation had been initiated into the ill-treatment allegations.
Another incident reported by RSK took place on 13 June 2003 in Valkó (Pest County). Cs.V., a Romani man who was driving a van, was stopped by a police vehicle which had followed him. He subsequently stated that, as he was slowing down his van, he had heard what sounded like a gun shot.  Cs.V. approached the police car and a police officer reportedly pushed him face down onto the hood and handcuffed him. I.K., a Romani man who had witnessed this, asked the officer: “Why are you doing this to him in front of my children?” The police officer reportedly replied: “Get out, you dirty gipsy!” I.K. and his 12-year-old daughter then fled into the courtyard of their house. The police officer who pursued them without having authorization to enter the property reportedly fired a warning shot and stated: “All gypsies should be killed”. He then allegedly pointed his gun at I.K.’s daughter who, as a result, fainted. Afterwards the police left the scene of the incident saying that if no complaint was filed against them they would not press any charges against Cs.V.

The Pest County Police reportedly issued a statement claiming that the engine of the police vehicle, which stopped Cs.V., backfired, producing a sound similar to a gunshot; that two police officers involved in the incident were in the process of arresting Cs.V. when they were threatened by a group of angry Roma, armed with pitchforks and scythes; and that the officers managed to leave the scene of the incident although one of them had been assaulted and a tyre of their car had been punctured. 
The Pest County Prosecutor’s Office has reportedly initiated an investigation into the case. Amnesty International wrote to Dr Péter Polt, General Prosecutor, urging him to ensure that the investigation into this incident be conducted independently, thoroughly and impartially as required by international law. 
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