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This country entry has been extracted from a forthcoming Amnesty International report, CONCERNS IN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA: January - June 2003 (AI Index: EUR 01/013/2003), to be issued in October 2003. Anyone wishing further information on other Amnesty International concerns in Europe and Central Asia should consult the full document.

Prisoners of conscience: imprisonment of conscientious objectors to military service (update to AI Index: EUR 01/002/2003)

In the period under review, Amnesty International adopted as prisoners of conscience nine conscientious objectors to military service, bringing to 43 the number of objectors adopted by the organization since new legislation came into force in 1998. This legislation considerably reduced the length of military service. The length of alternative civilian service, however, remained more than double the length of military service performed by over 50 per cent of army conscripts. 

Charged with a civilian service offence, Ilkka Ensio Lispsanen, Mikko Pentti Johannes Saarinen, Otto Kullervo Miettinen, Markus Tapani Mattsson, Henrik Arno Murdoch, Timo Markus Turunen, Pekka Sakari Johannes Kauhanen and Jussi Kalevi Ollikainen received prison sentences of between 176 and 197 days.  The ninth, Ari Tapani Koski, received a prison sentence of 67 days.  All had refused to perform alternative civilian service.

Amnesty International called for their immediate and unconditional release because the organization considered the current length of alternative service as punitive and discriminatory, and continued to urge the government to bring the length of alternative civilian service in line with internationally recognized standards and recommendations on conscientious objection to compulsory military service.
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