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16 November 2001 

B 253

Re : EU-Israel Association Council Meeting 20 November 2001

Dear Minister, 

As EU diplomatic efforts over the crisis in Israel and the Occupied Territories intensify and the EU prepares to meet with the government of the State of Israel in the framework of the Association Council on 20 November, the number of victims continues to rise: The weekly toll of Palestinians killed has more than doubled since 11 September 2001, some 150 Palestinians died in the past two months, and at least 15 Israeli civilians were killed in the same period.

In light of your forthcoming discussions with the government of the State of Israel in the framework of the Association Agreement, we would like to draw your attention to Amnesty International’s report «Broken lives: a year of intifada»  which  measures events of one year of the intifada against the universal human rights standards which should govern the actions of those in authority. The report describes unlawful killings, by Israel and by Palestinian armed groups, as well as torture, unfair trials, house demolitions and closures. 

The Israeli Government has responded to the intifada by killing Palestinians and by shelling Palestinian towns. In  blatant violation of the right to life, Israel continues to implement a deliberate policy of assassinating Palestinians said to have been planning attacks on Israelis. More than 40 Palestinians have been extrajudicially executed in attacks which also killed some 20 bystanders. A large proportion of those killed and injured have been children: more than 160 Palestinian children and at least 32 Israeli children have been killed.


Unlawful killings and impunity for those who have used unlawful force have become accepted as a  a result of the failure to investigate every killing. This failure to investigate, the rush to treat as war a situation which should have been defused by the use of policing standards, and the deliberate murders committed by both sides amount to a cheapening of the value of human life. 

During  the past year the Israeli authorities have cut off almost every Palestinian town and village from the outside world. Hundreds of Palestinian houses have been demolished and Palestinians barred from travelling along certain roads in the Occupied Territories. All Palestinians in the territories militarily occupied by Israel -- more than three million people -- have been collectively punished. 

When the State of Israel ratified the Association Agreement, it engaged in a legally binding commitment with the European Community  to respect human rights and democratic principles.
 The European Union should therefore demand that Israel honour and fulfil its obligations under the Association Agreement and international human rights law by taking immediate steps to end human rights violations committed in relation to the present intifada by

· banning the use of lethal force by the security forces except on occasions when the lives of others are in imminent danger; if lives are in imminent danger the source of the danger alone may be targeted;

· ensuring that full investigations are held into the use of lethal force;

· ending the destruction of houses for punishment, for alleged security reasons, or targeted against Palestinians in a discriminatory way; 

· restoring the right to freedom of movement to the Palestinian people of the Occupied Territories by ending the closures;

· ending the use of torture or other ill-treatment; allowing detainees prompt access to lawyers and family; ensuring that members of families may visit all detainees;

Unless the European Union addresses the violations committed by the State of Israel in the framework of parties’ obligations under the Association Agreement, Article 2 will remain an empty, cynical formula that seriously damages the credibility of the European Union’s human rights policy in the region. We therefore call on the European Union to insist on immediate measures by Israel and to lay down benchmarks on the areas enumerated above. These should be evaluated within a limited and concrete time frame under the forthcoming Spanish EU Presidency before decisions on further measures in the framework of the Association Agreement would be taken.

Amnesty International has reiterated time and again that the human rights violations carried out by Israel during the past year - violations of the right to life, security of person, the right to freedom of movement, the right not to be subjected to torture or arbitrary arrest and detention - have been facilitated by the failure of the Israeli Government to address these violations over the past decades. 

The impunity of these violations has led to a crisis of human rights and a culture of violence and revenge in the region. To end the violations in the context of the intifada must mean the setting up of clear procedures to protect human rights throughout Israel and the Occupied Territories. 

Once again, we would like to stress that respect for human rights has to be put at the heart of any diplomatic effort and any viable agenda for peace. We therefore urge the European Union to ensure that the Association Council meeting will effectively address these human rights violations and set clear benchmarks whereby they may be countered.

Yours sincerely,

Dick Oosting

Director

Amnesty International EU Office 

Annex : 

Amnesty International Report « Broken lives – a year of intifada », 

AI Index MDE 15/083/2001

Cc :

EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs, c/o Permanent Representations of Member States to the European Union

Commissioner Chris Patten, Commissioner for External Relations 

President and Vice-Presidents of the European Parliament Committee for Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common Security and Defense

President and Vice-Presidents of the European Parliament Delegations for relations with the State of Israel and the Palestinian Authority

� Article 2 of the Association Agreement with the State of Israel which entered into force on 1 June 2001 states that: “Relations between the Parties, as well as all the provisions of the Agreement itself, shall be based on respect for human rights and democratic principles, which guides their internal and international policy and constitutes an essential element of this Agreement.”








Amnesty International is an independent worldwide movement working for the release of all prisoners of conscience, fair and prompt trials for political prisoners and an end to torture, extrajudicial executions, "disappearances"  and the death penalty. It is funded by donations from its members and supporters throughout the world. It has formal relations with the United Nations, Unesco, the Council of Europe, the Organization of African Unity and the Organization of American States.
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