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This report highlights Amnesty International’s concerns about ongoing allegations of a pattern of police ill-treatment and excessive use of force in Germany. In recent years Amnesty International has continued to receive allegations, albeit fewer, of police ill-treatment of, and excessive use of force against, detainees usually in the course of arrest or in police custody. There were other reports of ill-treatment of and excessive use of force against foreign nationals subjected to a removal order from Germany. 
Most complainants reported that they had been subjected to kicks and punches or were knelt on by police officers in order to deliberately cause them suffering. Some detainees stated that police officers painfully twisted their arms behind their backs or twisted and tugged their handcuffed hands. It is notable that a significant proportion of allegations have continued to come from foreign nationals or members of ethnic minorities in Germany. Some victims of alleged police ill-treatment suffered serious injury, sometimes necessitating periods of hospitalization. One man died in hospital as a result of being repeatedly kicked and beaten by police officers in police custody.

The report also highlights several instances, during which unarmed individuals were controversially shot dead by the police. There was concern that police officers discharged their firearms in circumstances in which there was either no imminent threat of death or serious injury, or it was questionable whether such a threat existed and whether less extreme measures could have sufficed. 
Although the number of allegations of ill-treatment and excessive use of force received by Amnesty International appears to have diminished in recent years, the seriousness of certain reports combined with the severity of injuries sustained by complainants indicate that the German authorities must redouble their efforts in this area and undertake all possible steps to prevent and penalize such occurrences. 
One of the most effective ways of preventing and penalizing acts of ill-treatment is to investigate promptly and impartially all such instances and ensure redress and reparation. However, several factors hinder the successful lodging of a complaint of police ill-treatment, and may amount to impunity for human rights violations. Criminal investigations into allegations of police ill-treatment often continue to be unreasonably protracted and can last many months or even years. Certain public prosecutors have also shown reluctance to file charges against the police and to allow the courts to assess the veracity of allegations, despite prima facie evidence supporting such allegations. Amnesty International also continues to be concerned about the incidence of police counter-charges which may dissuade victims of ill-treatment from seeking redress and reparation and nominal sentences in some cases which do not appear to match the gravity of the crime. Amnesty International is concerned that these practices may result in impunity for police officers deemed to have committed human rights violations. This report concludes with recommendations to address the apparent shortcomings and to bring perpetrators to justice. These include:  
· A central governmental agency should maintain and publish regular, uniform and comprehensive statistics on complaints about serious misconduct by officers of the individual Länder and federal police authorities. These figures should include: information on the number of complaints of ill-treatment and excessive use of force made against police officers over a specified period of time, the steps taken in response to each complaint and the outcome of any criminal and disciplinary investigations conducted into alleged police ill-treatment; statistics on allegations of racist abuse; and statistics on the national origin of complainants;
· Amnesty International believes that there is a need for an independent body in Germany both to collect and compile comprehensive statistics about human rights violations and, when necessary, to investigate patterns of human rights violations, or individuals' complaints thereof;

· Germany should immediately sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture in order to establish a domestic visiting mechanism to inspect all places of detention in Germany.
2004 is an important year for Germany. Two highly authoritative UN human rights expert bodies - the UN Human Rights Committee and the UN Committee against Torture - will consider whether Germany is fulfilling its international human rights obligations under both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. It is striking as well as disturbing that many of the concerns expressed in this report were previously echoed by both of these expert bodies respectively in 1996 and 1998. Amnesty International is therefore calling on the German authorities to address these concerns and implement measures to counter acts of alleged police ill-treatment and excessive use of force. 

This report summarizes a 77-page document: Back in the Spotlight: Allegations of police ill-treatment and excessive use of force in Germany (AI Index: EUR 23/001/2004) issued by Amnesty International in January 2004. Anyone wishing further details or to take action on this issue should consult the full document. An extensive range of our materials on this and other subjects is available at http://www.amnesty.org and Amnesty International news releases can be received by email:
http://web.amnesty.org/ai.nsf/news
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