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This country entry has been extracted from a forthcoming Amnesty International report, CONCERNS IN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA: January - June 2003 (AI Index: EUR 01/013/2003), to be issued in October 2003. Anyone wishing further information on other Amnesty International concerns in Europe and Central Asia should consult the full document.

Police ill-treatment of Roma

On 12 May in Popovice u Jičin, in north-eastern Bohemia,  after attending a party in a pub, five officers from the special riot police unit allegedly broke into the home of the Daniš family, who are Roma, shouting racist insults. They allegedly beat Lubica Danišova, her 17-year-old son Marcel and her daughter who was pregnant. The Czech Television reported that the officers  attacked the family because they suspected them of stealing from a restaurant, jointly own by one of the officers and his mother. On 20 May the Inspectorate of the Ministry of the Interior opened an investigation into the incident. The Inspectorate’s spokesperson Mikulaš Tomin explained to the Czech Television that their investigation “concerns the violation of freedom of home" and that once all witnesses had been questioned the file of the case would be forwarded to the public prosecutor who would take over the investigation. 
Amnesty International was concerned that the police inquiry from its very outset was not focused on investigating this incident as a racially motivated assault, an offence provided for by the Czech Penal Code. The organization has repeatedly expressed concern in the past that the system of investigating police officers who are suspected of an offence is not independent and impartial as required by international human rights standards. Similar concern had been expressed by the Committee for the Prevention of Torture and the Human Rights Committee. 
On 27 June the court in Cheb, west Bohemia, sentenced three police officers to a suspended prison term and acquitted two officers for severely beating Karel Billy, a Romani man. The incident took place on 13 May 2001 in Karlovy Vary. The officers involved, apparently without any motive, stopped Karel Billy and asked him for his I.D. They then took him to a nearby forest, where they reportedly severely beat him, urinated upon him and racially abused him. It was only at the intervention of the doctors who subsequently treated Karel Billy for injuries suffered in the assault that the Inspectorate initiated an investigate into the case. Initially the officers were charged with “abusing the authority of a public official”. Following the decision of the court in Cheb Jan Jařab, Commissioner of the Government of the Czech Republic for Human Rights, reportedly stated that the court's verdict was "truly sad", particularly as the offence had been committed by police officers. Similar sentiments were voiced by representatives of Romani organizations, although some of them said that they had expected the court to be lenient.
The Committee on the Rights of the Child

In January at its 32nd session the Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) concluded its review of the Czech Republic’s report on its efforts to comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Committee welcomed amendments to existing legislation and enactment of new legislation, among other things to strengthen protection against trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation of children.  The Committee noted the country's very good maternal benefits, including satisfactory maternity leave, and excellent health indicators. The Committee also welcomed steps taken by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports against expressions of racism, xenophobia and intolerance, and it noted numerous initiatives to counter discrimination in education, in particular against children belonging to the Roma minority.  However, it was concerned that the provisions of Article 2 of the Convention, prohibiting discrimination on any grounds, were not yet integrated into all relevant legislation and thus not sufficiently implemented. It recommended that the Government continue and strengthen its legislative efforts to fully integrate the right to non-discrimination into all relevant legislation concerning children. The Committee was also  concerned that there was no legislation explicitly prohibiting corporal punishment, and that such punishment was practised in the family, in schools and in other public institutions, including alternative-care facilities. It recommended action to address ill-treatment and abuse of children. 
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