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On 12 October 1992 Croatia became a party to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Convention against Torture). Croatia submitted its initial report to the Committee against Torture (CAT) in 1996 and its second periodic report in 1998. Croatia's third report on measures to give effect to the rights enshrined in the Convention against Torture was due on 7 October 2000 and was submitted on 22 July 2002. The CAT examined it on 6 and 7 May 2004 and issued its Conclusions and Recommendations on 14 May 2004 recommending that the Croatian authorities "take effective measures to ensure impartial, full and prompt investigations into all allegations of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, the prosecution and punishment of the perpetrators as appropriate and irrespective of their ethnic origin, and the provision of fair and adequate compensation for the victims".
Prior to the examination of Croatia's report, Amnesty International submitted a written briefing to the CAT. This document details Amnesty International's concerns with regard to issues related to torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in Croatia as they were included in the organizations' briefing to the CAT. Amnesty International's concerns focused in particular on:

· the failure of the Croatian authorities to thoroughly and promptly investigate acts of torture or cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, which occurred during the 1991-1995 armed conflict between the Croatian Army and Croatian Serb armed forces, aided by the then Yugoslav People’s Army (Jugoslovenska narodna armija - JNA), and to ensure that the perpetrators of these human rights violations are brought to justice, either before domestic courts or before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (Tribunal);

· the failure of the authorities to thoroughly and promptly investigate violent attacks by non-state actors against returnees and members of ethnic minorities and to ensure that the perpetrators of these human rights abuses are brought to justice;

· reports of harassment, ill-treatment and arbitrary detention of refugees and asylum-seekers detained in the Ježevo Reception Centre for Foreigners;

· the failure of the authorities to prevent serious violence and bullying between children and young adults placed in social care institutions.
In its recommendations to the Croatian authorities, Amnesty International calls for measures to be taken to ensure that perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including acts of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, committed during the 1991-1995 conflict are brought to justice, either before the Tribunal or before domestic courts in proceedings that meet recognized international standards of fairness. 
Amnesty International urges the authorities to protect Serbian refugees returning to Croatia and to end impunity for violent attacks against returnees. The authorities must as well promptly and thoroughly investigate all racially motivated attacks against members of Roma communities ensuring that the perpetrators are brought to justice.

Amnesty International urges the authorities to stop routinely detaining, in some cases for prolonged periods, asylum-seekers and undocumented migrants and to promptly, thoroughly and impartially investigate all alleged cases of harassment and ill-treatment of refugees held in detention facilities for asylum-seekers and undocumented migrants. 

The organization also calls on the authorities to ensure that children resident in social care institutions are protected from violence and are treated and supervised by professionally trained staff.
This report summarizes a 17-page document (8,400 words): Croatia: Briefing to the United Nations Committee against Torture (AI Index: EUR 64/001/2004) issued by Amnesty International in May 2004. Anyone wishing further details or to take action on this issue should consult the full document. An extensive range of our materials on this and other subjects is available at http://www.amnesty.org and Amnesty International news releases can be received by email:
http://www.amnesty.org/email/email_updates.html
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