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Dear Mr Prodi,

At different occasions over the past month, including the Extraordinary European Council Meeting on 21 September, the EU and its leaders and member states have made unequivocal statements condemning racist violence and threats of violence in the aftermath of 11 September against Muslims and people of Middle Eastern and Asian origin or appearance.

Within a months after the attacks in the USA, there is mounting evidence of a backlash. In a report issued today, Amnesty International documents such evidence with regard to at least 10 countries, including Denmark, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands and the UK. In submitting this report to you, I am confident that this information will serve to reaffirm your determination to do everything within your power to counter any such events as occur within the EU. It should be made clear at every opportunity that crimes of hate and discrimination violate international human rights standards, that they will not be tolerated, and that those responsible for them will be brought to justice.

Amnesty International is also concerned about a different kind of backlash highlighted in the report, and that is the effect of the heightened attention to security on human rights, in two respects. First, legitimate and indeed necessary as it is for governments to increase security for the safety of their citizens, any measures to that effect may not unduly curb civil liberties and must be in accordance with fundamental human rights standards and safeguards, and implemented accordingly. Those standards and safeguards include the right of refugees to protection. Governments are obliged to ensure that the rights of asylum seekers and refugees are protected and that no-one is returned to a country where they risk serious human rights abuses.

…/…

Secondly, there is a real danger that while the attention of the world is focussed elsewhere, governments will continue and even increase their repression of opponents. Likewise, there are signs that human rights concerns may be traded off in efforts to foster the broadest possible global anti-terrorist coalition. Amnesty International is concerned about recent indications that the EU may not be immune to this tendency. Justice for innocent victims cannot be applied selectively, and the EU should be aware that downplaying on human rights now may seriously undermine the credibility of its human rights policy in the long term.

Amnesty International calls on the EU to ensure that the rights of all people are respected in the response to the attacks of 11 September.

Yours sincerely,
Dick Oosting

Director

Encl. : AI Report « Backlash human rights at risk throughout the world » (AI Index ACT 30/027/2001).

Amnesty International is an independent worldwide movement working for the release of all prisoners of conscience, fair and prompt trials for political prisoners and an end to torture, extrajudicial executions, "disappearances"  and the death penalty. It is funded by donations from its members and supporters throughout the world. It has formal relations with the United Nations, Unesco, the Council of Europe, the Organization of African Unity and the Organization of American States.
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