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EU-Africa Summit: Human rights commitments must be translated into action 
 
At today’s European Union (EU)-Africa Summit in Brussels, Belgium, Amnesty International calls on 
African and EU decision-makers to ensure that human rights underpin all discussions and decisions 
on all the issues on the agenda aimed at “Investing in People, Prosperity and Peace.” 
 
At this summit, Africa and the EU have the opportunity to ensure human rights shape many key 
areas of increasing cooperation: migration, response to conflicts and crises, and business and human 
rights. In these and all other areas of inter-continental cooperation, the universality of human rights 
must form the core of all dialogue and action.  
  
Migration 
Amnesty International has documented how restrictive migration policies lead to human rights 
violations, injury and death of people on the move between the two continents—many of them sub-
Saharan Africans. These challenges in migration must be addressed explicitly from a human rights 
angle during the EU-Africa Summit, including recent incidents in Greece1 and between Italy and 
Libya2 and Spain and Morocco.3 Both continents must also confront the overall failure to protect and 
resettle Syrian refugees to date.4 
 
It is legitimate for states to manage their borders. However, this should be done in a manner that 
remains in compliance with states’ international human rights obligations. Where Africa and the EU 
cooperate on migration issues, human rights of migrants must remain the primary consideration in 
the negotiation and implementation of any agreement, including on readmission, as well as other 
cooperation tools such as mobility partnerships. In full respect of international human rights and 
refugee law, states must ensure that their migration control policies and practices do not cause, 
contribute to, or benefit from human rights violations. 
 
Conflicts and crises-response 
Similarly, EU-Africa cooperation in crisis response is another area where there is urgent need for 
coherent action on human rights. Amnesty International calls for the EU-Africa summit to discuss 
how human rights can be protected and promoted wherever the two continents collaborate in crisis 
responses. Recent cooperation between Africa and the EU and its member states in crises in Mali5 
and Somalia6 has raised the question of how violations of international human rights and 
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humanitarian law and abuses by all armed forces will be addressed in practice. Concerted 
commitments from members of the international community including the European Union (EU), the 
African Union (AU) and the United Nations (UN) are key to ensure effective protection of civilians 
facing increased violence on a daily basis in the Central African Republic (CAR). In particular, the 
EU, the AU and their respective member states must put an end to the impasse in delivering full 
financial, political and operational backing to the African Union-led International Support Mission to 
Central Africa (MISCA) and ensure that protection of human rights remains at the heart of their 
response to the ongoing crisis in CAR. The EU-Africa Summit will have a crucial role to play to 
ensure that human rights remain at the centre of African, European and joint responses to conflict 
and crisis now and in future. 
 
Business and human rights 
The EU and African states must likewise address human rights abuses connected with natural 
resources. Amnesty International research shows that companies operating in Africa cause or 
contribute to human rights abuses.7  At the 2010 International Conference on the Great Lakes 
Region (ICGLR), African Heads of State and Government pledged to fight the illegal exploitation of 
natural resources and approved a Regional Initiative on Natural Resources. The DRC and Rwanda 
have also adopted into law supply chain due diligence standards meeting requirements in OECD 
guidance.  
 
On 5 March 2014, the European Commission published the legislative proposal on responsible 
sourcing of minerals originating in conflict-affected and high-risk areas. Despite NGO calls for 
mandatory supply chain due diligence obligations applying to all EU-based companies, and with a 
wide material and geographical scope, the Commission brought forward a voluntary opt-in self-
certification scheme only available for companies importing processed or unprocessed minerals (tin, 
tungsten, tantalum (3Ts) and gold) into the European Market. This raises concerns that the proposal 
is likely to have minimal impact on the way in which a majority of European companies source 
natural resources. Evidence shows that companies do not carry out supply chain due diligence if not 
legally obliged.8 The EU's voluntary approach therefore creates a significant gap in the legal 
framework on supply chain due diligence. Amnesty International calls on both Africa and the EU to 
robustly support a mandatory regime, requiring all EU-based companies to conduct supply chain due 
diligence and having broad geographical and material scope.  
 
For these and all discussions at the Summit, African and European leaders must uphold the 
universality and indivisibility of human rights, in policy and practice, irrespective of which country 
people live in. While discussion around international justice and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender 
and Intersex (LGBTI) Rights should be welcomed between African and European partners, it is 
crucial that these exchanges remain framed by a joint commitment to the universality of human 
rights and do not take recourse to the rhetoric outside the international human rights framework. 
 
Today, both EU and African states have adequate human rights instruments and commitments in 
place - it remains for decision-makers to translate these human rights commitments into action.  
Governments on both continents must now strive to achieve internal and external coherence on 
human rights, realising human rights at home and also in foreign policy, including in cooperation 
between Africa and the EU.  
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